Goffstown Youth Football Association
Football and Cheer for Dunbarton, Goffstown, New Boston & Weare since 1994


Parent Handout

Welcome to the GYFA 2011 season!  In 2010, our football teams and our cheer teams did an excellent job again!  In 2009, AYF football in NH changed to grade based teams and the divisions were removed.  In 2011, divisions were added to football.  The Goffstown Screamin’ Eagles are in Division I.

For 2011, we will once again offer both tackle football and flag football.  Flag football is for 5 and 6 year old players.  For tackle football, we will be fielding a number of teams from the Grade 3 to the Grade 6 level and we will have a Middle School football team for players in grades 7 and 8.  We are planning on fielding 4 to 5 cheer squads.  GYFA is an organization that changes from year to year as we strive to provide your children with the best possible football and cheerleading experience.  As always, the GYFA Board accepts all comments and all volunteers.  Please see our website (www.screamineagles.com) for more information.

Costs

In order to help GYFA families understand the costs they may incur during the season, we provide the following list of expected costs for participating in GYFA football or cheer.  Our goal is to minimize the costs to the GYFA families while still maintaining an organization that can operate within its stated goals and objectives.  We have a number of fund-raising activities for any family that wishes to reduce any of the costs listed below.  Please see the appropriate GYFA Director for further fund-raising information.

· Registration – The cost for player registration is $175.00 for each child with a maximum registration cost of $250.00 per family.  Flag football is $100.00 for one participant or $225 for a family of two.  A minimum of $100 is required at registration.

· Uniform Expenses – GYFA shall provide each participant with a number of items that make up part of the uniform for their role in the organization.  Football players must purchase cleats, a cup, a girdle, and socks.  Cheerleaders must purchase sneakers, socks, bloomers, and possibly a hair ribbon.  The cheerleaders for the Mitey Mites and the Tiny Mites may also have to purchase a crop top.

· Snacks and Drinks – During the regular season, volunteers are needed for many tasks that are required to be done.  Most tasks have no monetary expenses.  However, the tasks of providing snacks and providing drinks for the team at games are tasks where the parent will have to pay for the drinks or the snacks.  A parent may request a different volunteer task if these tasks are not desirable.

· Pep Rally Flowers – The football players usually split the cost for flowers for the cheerleaders at the Pep Rally.  The cost for flowers for each cheerleader shall not exceed $2.00.
· Banquet Expenses – At the end of the season, there is typically a banquet.  The association does not cover the cost of the banquet.  The association does cover the cost of the individual trophies for each player.  These are typically handed out at the banquet.

· Coach and Team Mom Gifts – It is not required that gifts be purchased at the end of the season for the coaches and the team moms.  If a team decides to collect money for these gifts, it is an optional expense for the parent.

· Regional Expenses – The association does not cover any expenses for Regional Competition.

· National Expenses – The association may cover some expenses for National Competition.  There are always fund raising activities that take place during the year for those families that want to help defray the cost of attending the National Competition.

· Jacket Lettering – The association may pay up to $10.00 for letting on a jacket for various First Place achievements in various competitions as stated in the GYFA By-Laws.

Policies

Waiver Policy – This policy is to determine if permission should be given for a participant to play in another organization.

If a participant doesn’t fit into a level within the GYFA organization, the appropriate board member shall award a waiver.  If a participant fits into a level within the GYFA organization, the appropriate board member shall award a waiver only if the Board approves the waiver.

Refund Policy – This policy deals with the refund of registrations.

· Anyone asking for a refund prior to Aug 1st will receive a refund of 100% of his or her registration fee.

· Anyone asking for a refund on or after Aug 1st that provides a doctor’s note stating an inability to participate will receive a 25% refund.

· On or after Aug 1st, no refunds will be given other than noted above.

· Special circumstances may be submitted in writing to the Board for consideration by the Board.

Return Check Policy – This policy deals with the handling of all returned checks.

All members will be charged a $15.00 fee on any check returned to the organization. The participant will not be allowed to participate until the matter is resolved.

Team Placement Policy – This policy deals with the placement of players on football teams.

The placement of players on a team is driven by the objective for all GYFA football teams to be competitive.  At a minimum, the Football Director, the Vice President, and the President make up the team selection committee.  At the discretion of the team selection committee, each player will be placed on a team based upon the player’s age, grade, and experience in conjunction with the requirement to field competitive GYFA football teams.  The goal of team selection is to maximize the number of participants while creating competitive football teams.  A Director or a guardian of the player must bring all requests for exceptions to the Board.

Board Members

Football Director – Jeff Buffum  497-5908
Concession Coordinator – Mark Heger  384-1384

Cheer Director – Mel Roussel  782-8143
Grill Coordinator – Brian Paquette  487-1042

Football Co-Director – Kelli Wanner  361-3468
Web Coordinator – Shayne Durant

Cheer Co-Director – Chris Heger  384-1384
Dunbarton Representative – OPEN

Volunteer Coordinator – OPEN
Goffstown Representative – OPEN

Football Equipment Coordinator – Jim Hujsak  391-6069
New Boston Representative – Denice O’Halloran  487-2948
Cheer Equipment Coordinator – Mel Raymond  540-8225
Weare Representative – Linda Gosselin  660-2614

Apparel Coordinator – OPEN
Field Coordinator – Matt Bonacorsi  315-8081

Fund Raising Coordinator – Lisa Brown  634-1991
Treasurer – Holly Stinnett  497-8604

Scholastic Coordinator – Darlene Fielder  626-5806
Publicity Coordinator – Jeff Roussel  782-8143

President – David Gagne  497-4979
Secretary – Mindy Patenaude  384-1011

Vice President – Dewey Seidel  497-8401
 

board meetings are held once per month, check www.screamineagles.com for date, time, and location
Fund Raising
Fund-raising helps lower GYFA registration costs.  We require each family to raise $50.00 in fund raising.  This year, we will only have the raffle ticket fundraiser.  To raise the $50.00, each family must sell 10 tickets.

· Raffle tickets: We have a number of different ideas for raffle ticket prizes this year.  This will be finalized during the spring.

There will be a number of optional fund-raisers for various reasons throughout the season.  All of these will be optional and they are typically used to fund a special activity or event (ease the cost of hair-ribbons, subsidize end-of-season banquets, going to Regional or National Competition, etc).

Optional Classes and Camp
GYFA offers a number of optional classes/clinics and an optional summer camp.  These include football summer camp, football conditioning clinic, cheer stunting clinic, cheer tumbling classes, and a cheer summer camp.  More information on these will be available on the website.

GYFA expenses (paid by registration and fund-raising)
In the past, this question has come up.  Of course this season has not started yet, so exact numbers for this season are not available.  We are a non-profit organization and nobody gets paid.  The table below summarizes last season’s expenses.  This is just information for those who are interested.  It also shows that the GYFA fund-raisers are key to keeping the registration costs down.

Approximate GYFA Costs for a previous year (Total is $47,074)

	Practice and game field maintenance
	$1442
	
	Recondition helmets
	$2698

	Insurance and league fees
	$3985
	
	Lights for football field
	$750

	Web site
	$430
	
	Storage trailer and audio equipment
	$470

	Referees
	$5780
	
	EMTs
	$900

	Football equipment
	$9898
	
	Portable toilets
	$2874

	Jamborees
	$435
	
	Training (coaches and CPR)
	$2460

	Cheerleading equipment
	$6825
	
	Medical supplies
	$0

	Cheer Competition
	$4432
	
	Sign-up T-shirts
	$1246

	Buses for cheer competition
	$0
	
	Coaching shirts
	$504

	Trophies
	$707
	
	Business expenses
	$1238


Major changes expected from last season to this season:

· Helmets are reconditioned every other year.  2011 is not a year to recondition the helmets ($2500-$3000).







